
The Washington, DC Christian Reformed Church (DC CRC) 
Join Us In Offering Hospitality and Hope! 

 
So, What is Christian Reformed? 
Essentially, we’re Presbyterians with historical roots in the Netherlands instead of Scotland. 
Most of our churches are in the Midwest, Ontario, and Alberta, with pockets in other parts of the 
United States and Canada, following the immigration patterns of the Dutch into both countries. 
Our heritage is important to us, but for everyday wear, we’d just prefer to be known as Christian. 
Our HOPE is found in Scripture, interpreted throughout the Christian tradition and still alive 
today. We work to blend personal devotion and public discourse, what the early Christians 
called ora et labora (pray and work). We speak the language of the historic Creeds (Apostles’, 
Nicene, Athanasian) with a discernable accent of Reformed theology.  
 
What Can I Expect in Worship? 
Our worship services begin at 11:00am on Sundays. When you arrive, someone will greet you 
at the door. We have a nursery available and, during the school year, a children’s program 
during the sermon, though people of all ages are welcome in the worship service.  
 
Each service consists of singing, prayer, Bible reading, and a message from our pastor. We 
have a printed bulletin, project songs on a screen, and have hymnals available. We sing in a 
mixture of styles, and sermons usually last around 20 minutes. We celebrate the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper once a month and the sacrament of baptism for children and for unbaptized 
adults joining the church. If you are not a Christian, we invite you to participate as you are 
comfortable, but please do not feel obligated to affirm or sing words you do not believe. You are 
more than welcome to sit and observe. 
 
After the service, everyone is invited to spend time together in the narthex hall, where a lovely 
spread of coffee and snacks are served. 
 
Home Away from Home 
Over seventy years ago our church was established as a home-away-from-home for military 
service members and government workers with ties to the Christian Reformed denomination. 
We are a small, loving congregation where diversity of age, politics, income, or race do not 
stand as barriers to friendship and belonging. With the word HOSPITALITY we name our desire 
that people may belong to and feel at home with us in a busy, sometimes rootless Washington, 
DC culture. 
 
All Hands on Deck 
We’re a small church, which means there is room for everyone to contribute and to be involved. 
Coffee service is an easy place to get started and almost everyone at the church takes a turn. 
We have Sunday School for all ages so you may participate or lead, according to your gifts. We 
have a book club and several Bible studies. We thrive on lay participation in worship, though if 
behind-the-scenes is more your style, consider joining our education, congregational care, 
hospitality, technology, or buildings and grounds teams.   
 
Community Commitment 
Some people come to our church because they recognize the “Christian Reformed” brand. 
Thankfully, many others have joined, challenged, and changed us along the way. When we 
moved to our current location in the 1950s, we established ourselves through Vacation Bible 
School and Sunday School programs. It’s not unusual for someone to meet our pastor and then 



tell her they still have a craft they made at one of our summer programs 50 years ago. We are a 
church that belongs in and to and for our community. We are a church that encourages all of our 
members to take seriously their commitment to the places we worship, live, work, and go to 
school. 
 
Intentional Community Initiative 
In summer 2016 we began our first venture in utilizing the church parsonage for use as an 
intentional community. We had 5 members with various commitments to the church, the 
community, and one another through the year.  We learned a lot, and we are eager to take on 
year two!  
 
This initiative is based in what we know to be true of our church’s history and current moment. 
We provide hospitality to a group of five people who may need below-market rent, and, at the 
same time, will foster community with one another, with the church, and with the community. By 
their Christian commitment to living well together, we believe this group will foster momentum 
and hope for the church. The church, by providing connections and worship, will provide a 
community of hope to surround the individuals participating in the intentional community. 
Together we will discover a greater commitment to the places where we worship, live, work, and 
go to school.  
 


